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With  a  candle  for  its  light. 
Go  off!    You  Jack-o'-lantern! 

You  can  not  frighten  me, 
You're  nothing  but  a  pumpkin 

As  anyone  can  see! 


THE  ELFIN  KNIGHT 

THE  autumn  wind  blew  sharp  and  shrill 
around  the  turrets  of  a  grey  stone  castle.  But 
indoors  the  fire  crackled  merrily  in  my  lady's 
bower  where  an  old  nurse  was  telling  a  tale 
of  Elfland  to  Janet,  the  fairest  of  Scotch 
maidens. 

When  the  story  was  finished,  Janet's  merry 
laugh  echoed  through  the  halls.  The  old 
nurse  nodded  her  head  earnestly  and  said, 
"  'Tis  well  known,  my  lassie,  that  the  people 
of  Elfland  revel  in  the  hills  and  hollows  of 
Scotland.  Come  close,  and  I'll  tell  you  a  se- 
cret." 

Janet  leaned  forward,  and  the  old  woman 
whispered,  "An  Elfin  Knight,  named  Tarn 
Lin,  haunts  the  moorland  on  the  border  of 
your  father's  estate.  No  maiden  dares  ven- 
ture near  the  enchanted  place,  for  if  she  should 

fall  under  the  spell  of  this  Elfin  Knight  she 
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would  be  obliged  to  give  him  a  precious  jewel 
for  a  ransom." 

"One  glimpse  of  the  Elfin  Knight  would  be 
worth  the  rarest  gem  I  have,"  laughed  Janet. 
"How  I  wish  I  could  see  him!" 

"Hush-sh!"  said  her  nurse  tremblingly. 
"Nay,  nay,  my  lady!  Mortals  should  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  people  of  Elfland.  By 
all  means  shun  the  moorland  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  for  tomorrow  is  Hallowe'en — the 
night  when  the  fairies  ride  abroad." 

But  the  next  morning  Janet  bound  her 
golden  braids  about  her  head,  kilted  up  her 
green  kirtle,  and  tripped  lightly  to  the  en- 
chanted moorland.  When  she  came  near  she 
saw  lovely  flowers  blooming  as  gaily  as  if  it 
were  mid-summer  time.  She  stooped  to 
gather  some  of  the  roses  when  suddenly  she 
heard  the  faintest  silvery  music.  She  glanced 
around,  and  there,  riding  toward  her,  was  the 
handsomest  knight  she  had  ever  seen.  His 
milk-white  steed,  which  sped  along  lighter 
than  the  wind,  was  shod  in  silver  shoes,  and 
from  the  bridle  hung  tiny  silver  bells. 

When  the  knight  came  near,   he  sprang 
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lightly  from  his  horse  and  said,  "Fair  Janet, 
tell  me  why  you  pluck  roses  in  Elfland?" 

The  maiden's  heart  beat  very  fast,  and  the 
flowers  dropped  from  her  hands,  but  she  an- 
swered proudly,  "I  came  to  see  Tam  Lin,  the 
Elfin  Knight." 

"He  stands  before  you,"  said  the  knight. 
"Have  you  come  to  free  him  from  Elfland?" 

At  these  words  Janet's  courage  failed,  for 
she  feared  he  might  cast  a  spell  over  her.  But 
when  the  knight  saw  how  she  trembled,  he 
said,  "Have  no  fear,  Lady  Janet,  and  you  shall 
hear  my  story.  I  am  the  son  of  noble  parents. 
One  day,  when  I  was  a  lad  of  nine  years,  I 
went  hunting  with  my  father.  Now  it  chanced 
that  we  became  separated  from  each  other, 
and  ill-luck  attended  me.  My  good  horse 
stumbled,  and  threw  me  to  the  ground  where  I 
lay  stunned  by  the  fall.  There  the  Fairy 
Queen  found  me,  and  carried  me  off  to  yonder 
green  hill.  And  while  it  is  pleasant  enough 
in  fairyland,  yet  I  long  to  live  among  mortals 
again." 

"Then  why  do  you  not  ride  away  to  your 
home?"  asked  Janet. 
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"Ah,  that  I  can  not  do  unless  some  fair 
maiden  is  brave  enough  to  help  me.  In  three 
ways  she  must  prove  her  courage.  First  she 
must  will  to  meet  me  here  in  the  enchanted 
moorland.  That  you  have  done,"  declared  the 
knight.  Then  he  stopped,  and  looked  plead- 
ingly at  Janet.  All  her  fear  vanished,  and  she 
asked,  "In  what  other  ways  must  the  maiden 
show  her  courage?" 

"She  must  banish  all  fear  of  him.  That, 
too,  you  have  done,"  said  the  knight. 

"Tell  me  the  third  way,  Tarn  Lin,  for  I  be- 
lieve I  am  the  maid  to  free  you." 

"Only  my  true  love  can  prove  her  courage  in 
the  third  way,  fair  Janet." 

And  the  maiden  answered,  "I  am  thy  true 
love,  Tarn  Lin." 

"Then  heed  what  I  say,  brave  lady.  To- 
night is  Hallowe'en.  At  the  midnight  hour, 
the  Fairy  Queen  and  all  her  knights  will  ride 
abroad.  If  you  dare  win  your  true  love,  you 
must  wait  at  Milescross  until  the  Fairy  Queen 
and  her  Elfin  Knights  pass.  I  shall  be  in  her 


train." 


"But  how  shall  I  know  you  among  so  many 
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knights,  Tarn  Lin?"  then  asked  Lady  Janet. 

"I  shall  ride  in  the  third  group  of  follow- 
ers. Let  the  first  and  second  companies  of  the 
Fairy  Queen  pass,  and  look  for  me  in  the  third. 
There  will  be  only  three  knights  in  this  last 
company;  one  will  ride  on  a  black  horse,  one 
on  a  brown,  and  the  third  on  a  milk-white 
steed,"  said  the  knight,  pointing  to  his  horse. 
"My  right  hand  will  be  gloved,  Janet,"  he 
continued,  "but  my  left  hand  will  hang  bare 
at  my  side.  By  these  signs  you  will  know  me.'1 

"I  shall  know  you  without  fail,"  nodded 
Janet. 

"Wait,  calmly,  until  I  am  near  you,  then 
spring  forward  and  seize  me.  When  the  fair- 
ies see  you  holding  me  they  will  change  my 
form  into  many  shapes.  Do  not  fear,  but  hold 
me  fast  in  your  arms.  At  last  I  shall  take  my 
human  form.  If  you  have  courage  enough  to 
do  this,  you  will  free  your  true  love  from  the 
power  of  the  fairies." 

"I  have  courage  enough  to  do  all  that  you 
say,"  declared  Janet.  Then  they  sealed  this 
promise  with  a  kiss,  and  parted. 

Gloomy  was  the  night,  and  eerie  was  the 
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way  to  Milescross.  But  Janet  threw  her  green 
mantle  about  her  shoulders,  and  sped  to  the 
enchanted  moorland,  All  the  way  she  said  to 
herself  over  and  over,  "On  this  Hallowe'en 
at  midnight  I  shall  free  rny  true  love,  Tarn 
Lin,  from  Elfland." 

At  Milescross  she  hid  herself  and  waited. 
How  the  wind  from  the  sea  moaned  across  the 
moorland!  Presently  she  heard  a  merry  tin- 
kling sound  of  far-off  music,  and  in  the  dis- 
tance she  saw  a  twinkling  light  dancing 
forward.  Janet  could  hear  her  heart  beat,  but 
there  she  stood,  undaunted.  The  Fairy  Queen 
and  her  train  were  riding  forth.  In  the  lead 
of  her  first  merry  company  of  knights  and 
maids  of  honour  rode  the  beautiful  queen, 
whose  jeweled  girdle  and  crown  flashed  in  the 
darkness.  The  second  group  passed  quickly, 
and  now  came  three  knights  in  a  third  group. 
One  rode  on  a  black  horse,  one  on  a  brown,  and 
there  came  the  milk-white  steed  last  of  all. 
Janet  could  see  that  one  hand  of  the  rider  was 
gloved,  and  one  hung  bare  at  his  side.  Then 
up  leaped  the  maiden.  Quickly  she  seized  the 
bridle  of  the  rnilk-white  steed,  pulled  the 
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rider  from  his  horse,  and  threw  her  green 
mantle  around  him.  There  was  a  clamour 
among  the  Elfin  Knights,  and  the  Fairy  Queen 
cried  out,  "Tarn  Lin!  Tarn  Lin!  Some  mor- 
tal has  hold  of  Tarn  Lin,  the  bonniest  knight 
in  my  company!" 

Then  the  strangest  things  happened.  In- 
stead of  Tarn  Lin,  Janet  held  in  her  arms  a 
bearded  lion,  which  struggled  mightily  to  get 
away.  But  she  remembered  the  knight's 
warning.  "Hold  me  fast,  and  fear  me  not." 

The  next  moment  she  held  a  fire-breathing 
dragon,  which  almost  slipped  from  her,  but 
she  tightened  her  grasp,  and  thought  of  Tarn 
Lin's  words.  The  dragon  changed  to  a  burn- 
ing bush,  and  the  flames  leaped  up  on  all  sides, 
but  Janet  stood  still  and  felt  no  harm.  Then 
in  her  arms  she  held  a  branching  tree,  filled 
with  blossoms.  And  at  last  Tarn  Lin,  her  own 
true  love,  stood  there. 

When  the  Fairy  Queen  saw  that  none  of  her 
enchantments  could  frighten  Janet,  she  cried 
out  angrily,  "The  maiden  has  won  a  stately 
bridegroom  who  was  my  bonniest  knight. 
Alas!  Tarn  Lin  is  lost  to  Elf  land." 
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On  into  the  darkness  rode  the  fairy  train. 
Tarn  Lin  and  Lady  Janet  hastened  back  to  the 
grey  stone  castle.  There,  in  a  short  time,  a 
wedding  feast  was  prepared,  and  Tarn  Lin, 
who  was  really  a  Scottish  Earl,  and  Lady 
Janet,  the  bravest  maid  in  Scotland,  were  mar- 
ried. 

— Old  Ballad  Retold. 


THE  COURTEOUS  PRINCE 

ONCE  upon  a  time  a  bonnie  Prince  fell  in 
love  with  a  lassie  who  was  nobly  born,  but  was 
not  his  equal  in  rank.  The  king  was  sorely 
vexed,  because  his  son  looked  with  favour  on 
this  maiden,  and  his  majesty  determined  to 
part  the  lovers.  Fie  sent  the  high  chancellor 
of  the  court  to  an  old  witch  for  advice.  After 
thinking  the  matter  over  for  nine  days,  the  old 
woman  muttered  the  following  answer: 

"The  lassie  will  I  charm  away 
'Till  courtesy  doth  win  the  day." 

"I'm  not  quite  sure  what  the  old  hag  means," 
said  the  king.  "But  if  she'll  get  this  maiden 
out  of  the  Prince's  sight,  I  can  arrange  for  his 
marriage  with  some  one  of  his  own  rank." 

In  a  few  days  the  lassie  disappeared,  and  the 
Prince  could  find  no  trace  of  her.  He  was 

very  sad,  indeed,  and  declared  if  he  could  not 
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marry  his  own  true  love  he  would  remain  sin- 
gle all  his  life. 

It  happened  one  fine  day  near  the  end  of 
October  that  the  young  Prince  and  a  party  of 
nobles  went  hunting.  The  hounds  were  soon 
on  the  track  of  a  fine  deer,  which  was  so  wily 
and  fleet  of  foot  that  the  nobles,  one  by  one, 
lost  track  of  the  quarry,  and  dropped  out  of 
the  chase.  The  young  Prince,  who  was  a 
famous  rider,  continued  the  hunt  alone.  Miles 
and  miles  over  the  low  hills  he  galloped  until 
at  last  in  the  depths  of  a  wooded  glen  the  ex- 
hausted deer  was  brought  to  bay  by  the 
hounds,  and  dispatched  by  the  Prince. 

Not  until  after  the  prize  was  won  did  the 
royal  hunter  realize  how  dusky  it  was  in  the 
glen,  and  how  threatening  the  evening  sky 
looked.  He  felt  sure  he  was  too  far  from  the 
palace  to  retrace  his  journey;  besides,  he  had 
lost  all  trace  of  direction.  He  threw  the 
quarry  over  his  steed's  back,  whistled  to  his 
hounds,  and  rode  slowly  down  the  wooded  val- 
ley, wondering  where  he  could  lodge  for  the 
night. 

"Little  sign  of  hospitality  in  this  lonely 
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place,"  he  mused.  "Perhaps  I'd  better  make 
the  best  of  it,  and  find  shelter  in  one  of  the 
rocky  hollows." 

On  he  rode  in  the  gathering  darkness.  A 
turn  in  the  valley  brought  him  to  a  stretch  of 
moorland,  and  a  little  distance  away  he  saw 
the  dark  outline  of  an  old,  deserted  hunting 
hall. 

"A  cheerless  looking  inn,"  thought  the 
Prince.  "No  doubt  one  will  have  to  play  host 
as  well  as  guest  here.  However,  I  have  my 
trusty  hounds  and  noble  steed  for  company, 
and  the  quarry  will  furnish  a  good  meal  for 
all  of  us." 

He  leaped  from  his  horse  and  walked  up  to 
the  old  ruin.  With  very  little  effort  he  broke 
open  the  door.  The  creaking  of  its  rusty 
hinges  made  strange  echoings  throughout  the 
hall.  The  Prince  led  his  horse  into  one  of  the 
small  rooms,  then  with  his  hounds  he  went  into 
the  large  dining  hall,  where  he  lit  a  fire  on  the 
great  hearth,  and  proceeded  to  cook  some  veni- 
son for  supper. 

While  he  was  waiting  for  the  meat  on  the 
spit  to  roast,  he  listened  to  the  rising  wind, 
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which  moaned  about  the  gloomy  old  ruin,  and 
rattled  the  doors  and  windows  unceasingly. 
The  good  steed,  in  the  adjoining  room,  pawed 
the  floor  restlessly,  and  every  few  moments  the 
hounds  stretched  their  heads  straight  up  into 
the  air,  and  whined  in  a  most  uncanny  way. 

As  he  mused  before  the  fire,  the  Prince 
thought,  "This  is  All  Hallowe'en,  the  night 
when  ghosts  and  witches  hold  their  revels. 
Nevertheless,  I'd  rather  be  in  this  deserted 
hall  than  on  the  storm-swept  moorland." 

He  took  the  roasted  meat  from  the  fire,  and 
prepared  to  eat  his  supper.  Suddenly  a  fierce 
blast  of  wind  burst  open  a  large  door  at  the 
far  end  of  the  hall,  and  into  the  room  stalked 
a  tall,  ghostly  woman.  Her  lank  figure  was 
clothed  in  grey  garments,  which  trailed  for 
yards  on  the  floor.  Her  long,  grey  hair  hung 
loose  down  her  back.  By  the  light  of  the  flick- 
ering fire  the  Prince  could  see  her  hollow  eyes 
and  wan  features.  He  was  a  brave  man,  but 
this  ghostly  creature  filled  him  with  dread  and 
horror.  The  hounds  dropped  their  bones  of 
venison,  and  crept  close  to  their  master,  who 
was  unable  to  utter  a  word. 
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Slowly  down  the  hall  the  grey  ghost  glided 
to  the  Prince,  and  pointing  a  long,  bony  finger 
at  him,  she  asked  in  a  hollow  voice,  "Art  thou 
a  courteous  knight?" 

In  a  trembling  voice  the  Prince  an- 
swered, "I  will  serve  thee.  What  dost  thou 
wish?" 

"Go  ye  to  the  moorland,  and  pluck  enough 
heather  to  make  a  bed  in  the  turret-room  for 
me,"  said  the  phantom-like  figure. 

It  was  a  strange  request  to  make,  but  the 
Prince  was  relieved  to  have  any  excuse  to  get 
out  of  her  sight.  He  sprang  quickly  to  his 
feet,  and  hurried  out  to  face  the  stormy  night 
in  search  of  heather.  He  plucked  as  much  as 
he  could  carry  in  his  plaid,  and  returned  to 
the  hall  where  the  ghostly  visitor  was  waiting 
for  him.  She  led  the  way  down  the  room,  and 
up  a  half-ruined  staircase  to  the  turret-room. 
Here  the  Prince  spread  a  heather  bed  for  her, 
and  covered  it  with  his  plaid.  When  it  was 
finished  she  pointed  to  the  door,  and  dismissed 
him. 

"May  you  sleep  well,"  said  the  Prince  cour- 
teously. Then,  cold  and  weary,  he  descended 
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to  the  hall,  and  lay  down  to  sleep  in  front  of 
the  dying  embers  of  the  fire. 

When  he  awakened  the  bright  sun  was 
shining  in  the  windows. 

The  Prince  lost  no  time  in  making  ready  to 
depart,  for  he  remembered  quite  well  the 
ghostly  visitor  of  the  past  night. 

"No  doubt  she  departed  before  the  crowing 
of  the  cock,"  he  said.  "I  wonder  if  she  left 
my  bonnie  plaid  in  the  turret  room.  The 
autumn  air  is  keen  and  biting.  I'll  go  and 


see." 


He  ran  quickly  up  the  ruined  staircase.  To 
his  surprise  when  he  reached  the  top,  the  door 
of  the  chamber  opened,  and  there  before  him 
stood  his  lost  sweetheart. 

"How  earnest  thou  here?"  gasped  the 
Prince.  "And  where  is  the  grey  ghost." 

"Last  night  I  was  the  grey  ghost,"  she 
said. 

"And  thou  wilt  change  thy  form  again  to- 
night?" he  asked  in  horror. 

"Never  again,"  said  the  maiden.  "In  order 
to  part  us  a  wicked  witch  threw  a  spell  over 
me — a  spell  which  changed  me  into  the  awful 
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shape  thou  sawest  last  night.  But  thou  hast 
broken  her  wicked  charm." 

'Tell  me  how,"  said  the  Prince,  whose  face 
was  beaming  with  happiness. 

"The  witch's  charm  could  not  be  broken 
until  some  knight  should  serve  me,  even 
though  my  form  was  horrible.  By  thy  cour- 
tesy thou  hast  broken  the  spell,"  said  the 
maiden. 

So  the  Prince  and  his  true  love  rode  away, 
and  were  happily  married,  and  when  the  king 
heard  of  his  son's  adventure  in  the  hunting 
hall  he  said,  "Now  I  know  what  that  old  witch 
meant  by  her  prophecy." 

J  r        J  Scotch  legend. 


JACK-O'-LANTERN  SONG 


Upon  one  wild  and  windy  night 


Woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo— 
We  Jacks  our  lanterns  all  did  light; 
The  wind — it  surely  knew — FOR- 


Whistle  and  whistle — and  whist!    Now  list! 

Woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo 

Whirling* and  twirling,  with  turn  and  twist, 

The  wind — it  softly  blew. 

It  was  the  creepiest,  scariest  night 

Woo-oo,.woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo, 

We  held  our  breath,  then  lost  it  quite; 
The  wind — it  surely  knew — FOR 


Whistle  and  whistle — and  whist!    Now  list! 

Woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo 

Whirling  and  twirling,  with  turn  and  twist, 

The  wind — it  loudly  blew. 

It  rose  in  all  its  main  and  might 

Woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo 

It  blew  out  every  single  light; 

The  Wind — it  surely  knew — FOR 
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Whistle  and  whistle — and  whist!    Now  list! 

Woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo,  woo-oo 

Whirling  and  twirling,  with  turn  and  twist, 

That  wind — it  laughed — Ho-oht 


A  HARVEST  OF  THANKSGIVING 

STORIES 


These  are  things  I  prize 

And  hold  of  dearest  worth: 

Light  of  the  sapphire  skies, 

Peace  of  the  silent  hills, 
Shelter  of  forests,  comfort  of  the  grass, 
Music  of  birds,  murmur  of  little  rills, 
Shadow  of  clouds  that  swiftly  pass, 

And,  after  showers, 

The  smell  of  flowers 

And  of  the  good  brown  earth, 

And  best  of  all,  along  the  way,  friendship  and 
mirth. 

So  let  me  keep 

These  treasures  of  the  humble  heart 
In  true  possession,  owning  them  by  love. 

HENRY  VAN  DYKE. 

(Selection  from  God  of  the  Open  Air.) 

Used  by  permission  and  special  arrangement  with  Chas. 
Scribner  and  Sons. 


THE  QUEER  LITTLE  BAKER  MAN 
PHILA  BUTLER  BOWMAN 

ALL  the  children  were  glad  when  the  Little 
Baker  came  to  town  and  hung  the  sign  above 
his  queer  little  brown  shop, 

"Thanksgiving  Loaves  to  Sell." 

Each  child  ran  to  tell  the  news  to  another 
child  until  soon  the  streets  echoed  with  the 
sound  of  many  running  feet,  and  the  clear 
November  air  was  full  of  the  sound  of  happy 
laughter,  as  a  crowd  of  little  children  thronged 
as  near  as  they  dared  to  the  Little  Baker's 
shop,  while  the  boldest  crept  so  close  that  they 
could  feel  the  heat  from  the  big  brick  oven, 
and  see  the  gleaming  rows  of  baker's  pans. 

The  Little  Baker  never  said  a  word.  He 
washed  his  hands  at  the  windmill  water  spout 
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and  dried  them,  waving  them  in  the  crisp  air. 
Then  he  unfolded  a  long,  spotless  table,  and 
setting  it  up  before  his  shop  door,  he  began  to 
mold  the  loaves,  while  the  wondering  children 
grew  nearer  and  nearer  to  watch  him. 

He  molded  big,  long  loaves,  and  tiny,  round 
loaves;  wee  loaves  rilled  with  currants,  square 
loaves  with  queer  markings  on  them,  fat 
loaves  and  flat  loaves,  and  loaves  in  shapes 
such  as  the  children  had  never  seen  before, 
and  always  as  he  molded  he  sang  a  soft  tune 
to  these  words : 

"Buy  my  loaves  of  brown  and  white, 
Molded  for  the  child's  delight. 
Who  forgets  another's  need, 
Eats  unthankful  and  in  greed; 
But  the  child  who  breaks  his  bread 
With  another,  Love  has  fed." 

By  and  by  the  children  began  to  whisper  to 
each  other. 

"I  shall  buy  that  very  biggest  loaf,"  said  the 
Biggest  Boy.  "Mother  lets  me  buy  what  I 
wish.  I  shall  eat  it  alone,  which  is  fair  if  I 
pay  for  it." 
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"Oh,"  said  the  Tiniest  Little  Girl,  "that 
would  be  greedy.  You  could  never  eat  so  big 
a  loaf  alone." 

"If  I  pay  for  it,  it  is  mine,"  said  the  Big- 
gest Boy,  boastfully,  "and  one  need  not  share 
what  is  his  own  unless  he  wishes." 

"Oh,"  said  the  Tiniest  Little  Girl,  but  she 
said  it  more  softly  this  time,  and  she  drew 
away  from  the  Biggest  Boy,  and  looked  at  him 
with  eyes  that  had  grown  big  and  round. 

"I  have  a  penny,"  she  said  to  the  Little 
Lame  Boy,  "and  you  and  I  can  have  one  of 
those  wee  loaves  together.  They  have  cur- 
rants in  them,  so  we  shall  not  mind  if  the  loaf 
is  small." 

"No,  indeed,"  said  the  Little  Lame  Boy, 
whose  face  had  grown  wistful  when  the  Big- 
gest Boy  had  talked  of  the  great  loaf.  "No, 
indeed,  but  you  shall  take  the  bigger  piece." 

Then  the  little  Baker  Man  raked  out  the 
bright  coals  from  the  great  oven  into  an  iron 
basket,  and  he  put  in  the  loaves,  every  one, 
while  the  children  crowded  closer  with  eager 
faces. 

When  the  last  loaf  was  in,  he  shut  the  oven 
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door  with  a  clang  so  loud  and  merry  that  the 
children  broke  into  a  shout  of  laughter. 

Then  the  Queer  Little  Baker  Man  came 
and  stood  in  his  tent  door,  and  he  was  smiling, 
and  he  sang  again  a  merry  little  tune  to  these 
words : 

"Clang,  clang,  my  oven  floor, 
My  loaves  will  bake  as  oft  before, 
And  you  may  play  where  shines  the  sun 
Until  each  loaf  is  brown  and  done." 

Then  away  ran  the  children,  laughing,  and 
looking  at  the  door  of  the  shop  where  the 
Queer  Little  Baker  stood,  and  where  the 
raked-out  coals,  bursting  at  times,  cast  long, 
red  lights  against  the  brown  wall,  and  as  they 
ran  they  sang  together  the  Queer  Little  Bak- 
er's merry  song: 

"Clang,  clang,  my  oven  floor, 
The  loaves  will  bake  as  oft  before." 

Then  some  played  at  hide-and-seek  among 
the  sheaves  of  ungarnered  corn,  and  some  ran 
gleefully  through  the  heaped-up  leaves  of  rus- 
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set  and  gold  for  joy  to  hear  them  rustling. 
But  some,  eager,  returned  home  for  pennies  to 
buy  a  loaf  when  the  Queer  Little  Baker  should 
call. 

"The  loaves  are  ready,  white  and  brown, 
For  every  little  child  in  town, 
Come  buy  Thanksgiving  loaves  and  eat, 
But  only  Love  can  make  them  sweet." 

Soon  all  the  air  was  filled  with  the  sound 
of  the  swift  running  feet,  as  the  children  flew 
like  a  cloud  of  leaves  blown  by  the  wind  in 
answer  to  the  Queer  Little  Baker's  call. 
When  they  came  to  his  shop  they  paused, 
laughing  and  whispering,  as  the  Little  Baker 
laid  out  the  loaves  on  the  spotless  table. 

"This  is  mine,"  said  the  Biggest  Boy,  and 
laying  down  a  silver  coin  he  snatched  the  great 
loaf,  and  ran  away  to  break  it  by  himself. 

Then  came  the  Impatient  Boy,  crying: 
"Give  me  my  loaf.  This  is  mine,  and  give  it 
to  me  at  once.  Do  you  not  see  my  coin  is  sil- 
ver? Do  not  keep  me  waiting*" 

The  Little  Baker  never  said  a  word.  He 
did  not  smile,  he  did  not  frown,  he  did  not 
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hurry.  He  gave  the  Impatient  Boy  his  loaf 
and  watched  him,  as  he,  too,  hurried  away  to 
eat  his  loaf  alone. 

Then  came  others,  crowding,  pushing  with 
their  money,  the  strongest  and  rudest  gaining 
first  place,  and  snatching  each  a  loaf  they  ran 
off  to  eat  without  a  word  of  thanks,  while  some 
very  little  children  looked  on  wistfully,  not 
able  even  to  gain  a  place.  All  this  time  the 
Queer  Little  Baker  kept  steadily  on  laying  out 
the  beautiful  loaves  on  the  spotless  table. 

A  Gentle  Lad  came,  when  the  crowd  grew 
less,  and  giving  all  the  pennies  he  had  he 
bought  loaves  for  all  the  little  ones;  so  that  by 
and  by  no  one  was  without  a  loaf.  The  Tiniest 
Little  Girl  went  away  hand  in  hand  with  the 
Little  Lame  Boy  to  share  his  wee  loaf,  and 
both  were  smiling,  and  whoever  broke  one  of 
those  smallest  loaves  found  it  larger  than  it 
had  seemed  at  first. 

But  now  the  biggest  Boy  was  beginning  to 
frown. 

"This  loaf  is  sour,"  he  said  angrily. 

"But  is  it  not  your  own  loaf,"  said  the 
Baker,  "and  did  you  not  choose  it  yourself, 
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and  choose  to  eat  it  alone?  Do  not  complain 
of  the  loaf  since  it  is  your  own  choosing.'7 

Then  those  who  had  snatched  the  loaves  un- 
gratefully and  hurried  away,  without  waiting 
for  a  word  of  thanks,  came  back. 

"We  came  for  good  bread,"  they  cried,  "but 
those  loaves  are  sodden  and  heavy." 

"See  the  lad  there  with  all  those  children. 
His  bread  is  light.  Give  us,  too,  light  bread 
and  sweet." 

But  the  Baker  smiled  a  strange  smile.  "You 
chose  in  haste,"  he  said,  "as  those  choose  who 
have  no  thought  in  sharing.  I  can  not  change 
your  loaves.  I  can  not  choose  for  you.  Had 
you,  buying,  forgotten  that  mine  are  Thanks- 
giving loaves?  I  shall  come  again;  then  you 
can  buy  more  wisely." 

Then  these  children  went  away  thought- 
fully. 

But  the  very  little  children  and  the  Gentle 
Lad  sat  eating  their  bread  with  joyous  laugh- 
ter, and  each  tiny  loaf  was  broken  into  many 
pieces  as  they  shared  with  each  other,  and  to 
them  the  bread  was  as  fine  as  cake  and  as  sweet 
as  honey. 
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Then  the  Queer  Little  Baker  brought  cold 
water  and  put  out  the  fire.  He  folded  his 
spotless  table,  and  took  down  the  boards  of  his 
little  brown  shop,  packed  all  into  his  wagon, 
and  drove  away  singing  a  quaint  tune.  Soft 
winds  rustled  the  corn,  and  swept  the  boughs 
together  with  a  musical  chuckling.  And 
where  the  brown  leaves  were  piled  thickest, 
making  a  little  mound,  sat  the  Tiniest  Little 
Girl  and  the  Little  Lame  Boy,  eating  their 
sweet  currant  loaf  happily  together. 


A  TURKEY  FOR  THE  STUFFING 

KATHERINE  GRACE  HULBERT 

IT  always  made  Ben  feel  solemn  to  watch  the 
river  in  a  storm.  To-day  it  was  grey,  and 
rough  and  noisy,  and  the  few  boats,  which 
went  down  toward  Lake  Huron,  pitched  about 
so  that  their  decks  slanted  first  one  way,  then 
another,  and  their  sides  were  coated  with  ice. 

"Gran'ma,  what  day's  to-day?"  he  asked  at 
last,  turning  from  the  stormy  river  to  glance 
about  their  warm,  comfortable  little  room. 

"Wednesday,  Benny,"  answered  the  small 
old  woman  who  crouched  over  the  stove. 

"Then  to-morrow  will  be  Thanksgiving  day, 
and  the  Rosses  are  going  to  have  a  turkey,7' 
said  Ben,  excitedly.  "What  are  we  going  to 
have,  Gran'ma?" 

Mrs.  Moxon  looked  over  her  glasses  at  her 
grandson's  small,  thin  figure  in  its  patched  and 
faded  clothes,  and  at  his  bright,  eager  face. 

"Sonny,  dear,  what  do  you  think  Gran'ma 

has  for  Thanksgiving?"  she  asked  gently. 
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The  expectant  look  faded  from  Ben's  face, 
and  he  winked  hard  to  keep  the  tears  from 
running  over.  He  did  not  need  to  be  told  how 
bare  of  dainties  their  cupboard  was,  for  every- 
thing there  he  had  brought  with  his  own 
hands.  Bacon  and  smoked  fish  enough  for  all 
winter  were  stored  away;  flour,  potatoes,  and 
a  few  other  vegetables  were  there. 

"Tell  me  about  a  real  Thanksgiving  din- 
ner," the  small  boy  begged  after  the  first  dis- 
appointment had  been  bravely  put  away. 
Mrs.  Moxon  took  off  her  spectacles,  and 
leaned  back  cautiously  in  her  broken- rockered 
chair. 

"I  remember  one  Thanksgiving  when 
your  pa  was  alive,  we  had  a  dinner  fit  for  a 
king.  There  was  a  ten-pound  turkey,  with 
bread  stuffing.  I  put  the  sage  and  onions  into 
the  stuffing  with  my  own  hands." 

"We  could  have  some  stuffing,"  interrupted 
Ben,  eagerly. 

"So  we  could,  sonny,  so  we  could.  It  takes 
you  to  think  of  things,"  and  Mrs.  Moxon  af- 
fectionately patted  the  little  brown  hand  on 
her  knee.  "It  never  would  'a'  come  to  me 
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that  we  might  have  turkey  stuffing  even  if  we 
didn't  have  any  turkey." 

Ben  beamed  with  delight  at  this  praise. 
"And  was  there  anything  else  besides  the  tur- 
key and  the  stuffing,  Gran'ma?" 

"Land,  yes,  child.  There  was  turnips,  and 
mashed  potatoes  and  mince  pie,  and  your  pa 
got  two  pounds  of  grapes,  though  grapes  was 
expensive  at  that  time  o'  year.  Yes,  nobody 
could  ask  for  a  better  dinner  than  that  was." 

"We  could  have  one  just  like  it,  all  but  the 
turkey  and  the  mince  pie  and  the  grapes,"  said 
Ben  hopefully. 

"So  we  can,  and  will,  too,  child,"  answered 
the  old  woman.  "Trust  you  for  making  the 
best  of  things,"  and  the  two  smiled  at  each 
other  happily. 

Next  morning  Ben  watched  his  grand- 
mother add  an  egg,  some  sage  and  chopped 
onion  to  a  bowlful  of  dry  bread,  pour  boiling 
water  over  it,  and  put  the  mixture  in  the  oven. 

"Your  father  said  I  made  the  best  turkey 
stuffing  he  ever  ate,"  she  said  with  satisfac- 
tion. "We'll  see  how  it  comes  out,  Benny." 

"I  can't  hardly  wait  till  dinner-time,"  Ben 


330     THE  TOPAZ  STORY  BOOK 

said,  with  an  excited  skip.  "I  b'lieve  I'll  go 
down  to  the  beach,  and  pick  up  driftwood  for 
a  while.  You  call  me  when  the  things  are 
most  cooked,  Gran'ma." 

The  storm  of  the  day  before  had  left  many 
a  bit  of  board  or  end  of  a  log  on  the  beach 
that  would  be  just  the  thing  for  Mrs.  Moxon's 
stove.  Ben  worked  so  hard  that  he  did  not 
notice  a  big  barge  that  was  corning  slowly 
down  the  river,  towing  two  other  boats  be- 
hind it,  until  he  heard  a  voice  ask: 

"Hullo,  kid!  What  makes  you  work  so 
hard  on  Thanksgiving  day?" 

Then  he  straightened  up,  to  see  the  boat's 
captain  standing  near  its  pilot  house,  and 
shouting  through  a  great  trumpet. 

"I'm  waiting  for  dinner  to  cook,"  Ben  an- 
swered in  his  piping  voice. 

"Can't  hear  you !"  roared  the  captain.  "Run 
home  and  get  your  horn,  and  talk  to  me." 

Ben  ran  up  the  little  hill  to  Mrs.  Ross's,  and 
borrowed  her  trumpet,  or  megaphone.  One's 
voice  sounds  much  louder  when  these  are  used, 
and  they  are  to  be  found  at  every  house  on  the 
shores  of  the  St.  Mary's,  for  the  people  on  the 
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boats,  and  those  on  the  land,  often  want  to  say, 
"How  do  you  do?"  to  each  other.  It  was  all 
Ben  could  do  to  hold  the  great  tin  trumpet 
on  straight,  for  it  was  nearly  as  long  as  he  was. 

"I'm  waiting  for  dinner  to  cook,"  the  boy 
shouted  again,  and  this  time  the  captain  heard 
him. 

"Going  to  have  turkey,  I  suppose?"  the  cap- 
tain asked. 

"No,  but  we're  going  to  have  turkey  stuf- 
fing," answered  Ben  with  pride. 

"Turkey  stuffing,  but  no  turkey!  If  that 
isn't  the  best  I  ever  heard!"  The  captain  had 
dropped  his  trumpet,  and  doubled  up  with 
sudden  laughter.  Luckily  Ben  did  not  hear. 
"What  else  are  you  going  to  have?"  he  called 
when  he  had  repeated  the  joke  about  him. 
"Mince  pie  without  any  mince  meat?" 

"No,  sir!"  Ben's  voice  was  shrill,  but  clear. 
"My  father  had  mince  pie  for  Thanksgiving 
dinner  once,  though." 

"Did,  did  he?"  The  captain  dropped  his 
trumpet  again.  "That  boy's  all  right,"  he  said 
to  the  first  mate.  "He's  too  plucky  to  be 
laughed  at.  I'm  going  to  send  him  some  tur- 


332     THE  TOPAZ  STORY  BOOK 

key  for  his  stuffing,  Morgan.  Tell  the  cook 
to  get  ready  half  a  turkey  and  a  mince  pie,  and 
say,  Morgan,  have  him  send  up  one  of  those 
small  baskets  of  grapes.  We'll  tie  them  to  a 
piece  of  plank,  and  they'll  float  ashore  all 
right.  Tell  the  cook  to  hurry,  or  we'll  be  too 
far  downstream  for  the  boy  to  get  the  things." 
Then  he  raised  his  trumpet  again. 

"Say,  kid,  can  you  row  that  boat  that's  tied 
to  your  dock?" 

"Yes,  sir." 

"Well,  you  hurry  out  into  the  river,  and  I'll 
put  off  a  float  with  some  things  for  your 
Thanksgiving  dinner.  You're  going  to  have 
some  turkey  for  that  stuffing." 

You  may  be  sure  Ben  lost  no  time  in  push- 
ing the  rowboat  off  into  the  stream,  where  the 
end  of  a  plank  and  its  delicious  load  were  soon 
bobbing  up  and  down  on  the  water.  How  he 
did  smack  his  lips  when  he  lifted  them  into  the 
boat,  and  how  pleased  he  was  for  grandma! 

"First  the  stuffing,  and  then  the  turkey! 
My,  ain't  I  lucky?"  He  did  not  know  that 
the  captain  had  said  he  was  plucky,  and  that 
luck  is  very  apt  to  follow  pluck. 


PUMPKIN  PIE 

Through  sun  and  shower  the  pumpkin  grew, 
When  the  days  were  long  and  the  skies  were 
blue. 

And  it  felt  quite  vain  when  its  giant  size 
Was  such  that  it  carried  away  the  prize 

At  the  County  Fair,  when  the  people  came, 
And  it  wore  a  ticket  and  bore  a  name. 

Alas  for  the  pumpkin's  pride!    One  day 
A  boy  and  his  mother  took  it  away. 

It  was  pared  and  sliced  and  pounded  and 

stewed, 
And  the  way  it  was  treated  was  hard  and  rude. 

It  was  sprinkled  with  sugar  and  seasoned  with 

spice, 
The  boy  and  his  mother  pronounced  it  nice. 

It  was  served  in  a  paste,  it  was  baked  and 

browned, 
And  at  last  on  a  pantry  shelf  was  found. 
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And  on  Thursday  John,  Mary,  and  Mabel 
Will  see  it  on  aunty's  laden  table. 

For  the  pumpkin  grew  'neath  a  summer  sky 
Just  to  turn  at  Thanksgiving  into  pie! 

MARY  MAPES  DODGE. 


MRS.  NOVEMBER'S  DINNER  PARTY* 

BY  AGNES  CARR 

THE  Widow  November  was  very  busy  indeed 
this  year.  What  with  elections  and  harvest 
homes,  her  hands  were  full  to  overflowing;  for 
she  takes  great  interest  in  politics,  besides  be- 
ing a  social  body,  without  whom  no  apple  bee 
or  corn  husking  is  complete. 

Still,  worn  out  as  she  was,  when  her  thirty 
sons  and  daughters  clustered  round,  and 
begged  that  they  might  have  their  usual  fam- 
ily dinner  on  Thanksgiving  day,  she  could  not 
find  it  in  her  hospitable  heart  to  refuse,  and 
immediately  invitations  were  sent  to  her  eleven 
brothers  and  sisters,  old  Father  Time,  and 
Mother  Year,  to  come  with  all  their  families 
and  celebrate  the  great  American  holiday. 

Then  what  a  busy  time  ensued!  What  a 
slaughter  of  unhappy  barnyard  families — tur- 


*From  Harper's  Young  People,  November,  1883. 
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keys,  ducks,  and  chickens !  What  a  chopping 
of  apples  and  boiling  of  doughnuts !  What  a 
picking  of  raisins  and  rolling  of  pie  crust, 
until  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  immense 
storeroom  was  stocked  with  "savoury  mince 
and  toothsome  pumpkin  pies,"  while  so  great 
was  the  confusion  that  even  the  stolid  red- 
hued  servant,  Indian  Summer,  lost  his  head, 
and  smoked  so  continually  he  always  appeared 
surrounded  by  a  blue  mist,  as  he  piled  logs 
upon  the  great  bonfires  in  the  yard,  until  they 
lighted  up  the  whole  country  for  miles 
around. 

But  at  length  all  was  ready;  the  happy  days 
had  come,  and  all  the  little  Novembers,  in 
their  best  "bib  and  tucker,"  were  seated  in  a 
row,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  their  uncles, 
aunts,  and  cousins,  while  their  mother,  in  rus- 
set-brown silk  trimmed  with  misty  lace,  looked 
them  over,  straightening  Guy  Fawkes'  collar, 
tying  Thanksgiving's  neck  ribbon,  and  settling 
a  dispute  between  two  little  presidential  can- 
didates as  to  which  should  sit  at  the  head  of 
the  table. 

Soon  a  merry  clashing  of  bells,  blowing  of 
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Horns,  and  mingling  of  voices  were  heard  out- 
side, sleighs  and  carriages  dashed  up  to  the 
door,  and  in  came,  "just  in  season,"  Grandpa 
Time,  with  Grandma  Year  leaning  on  his  arm, 
followed  by  all  their  children  and  grandchil- 
dren, and  were  warmly  welcomed  by  the 
hostess  and  her  family. 

"Oh,  how  glad  I  am  we  could  all  come 
to-day!"  said  Mr.  January,  in  his  crisp,  clear 
tones,  throwing  off  his  great  fur  coat,  and  rush- 
ing to  the  blazing  fire.  "There  is  nothing  like 
the  happy  returns  of  these  days." 

"Nothing,  indeed,"  simpered  Mrs.  Feb- 
ruary, the  poetess.  "If  I  had  had  time  I 
should  have  composed  some  verses  for  the  oc- 
casion; but  my  son  Valentine  has  brought  a 
sugar  heart,  with  a  sweet  sentiment  on  it,  to 
his  cousin  Thanksgiving.  I,  too,  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  bringing  a  sort  of  adopted  child 
of  mine,  young  Leap  Year,  who  makes  us  a 
visit  every  four  years." 

"He  is  very  welcome,  I  am  sure,"  said  Mrs. 
November,  patting  Leap  Year  kindly  on  the 
head.  "And,  Sister  March,  how  have  you 
been  since  we  last  met?" 
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"Oh!  we  have  had  the  North,  South,  East, 
and  West  Winds  all  at  our  house,  and  they 
have  kept  things  breezy,  I  assure  you.  But  I 
really  feared  we  should  not  get  here  to-day; 
for  when  we  came  to  dress  I  found  nearly 
everything  we  had  was  lent;  so  that  must  ac- 
count for  our  shabby  appearance." 

"He!  he!  he!"  tittered  little  April  Fool. 
"What  a  sell !"  And  he  shook  until  the  bells 
on  his  cap  rang;  at  which  his  father  ceased 
for  a  moment  showering  kisses  on  his  nieces 
and  nephews,  and  boxed  his  ears  for  his  rude- 
ness. 

"Oh,  Aunt  May!  do  tell  us  a  story,"  clam- 
oured the  younger  children,  and  dragging  her 
into  a  corner  she  was  soon  deep  in  such  a  mov- 
ing tale  that  they  were  all  melted  to  tears,  espe- 
cially the  little  Aprils,  who  cry  very  easily. 

Meanwhile,  Mrs.  June,  assisted  by  her 
youngest  daughter,  a  "sweet  girl  graduate," 
just  from  school,  was  engaged  in  decking  the 
apartment  with  roses  and  lilies  and  other 
fragrant  flowers  that  she  had  brought  from  her 
extensive  gardens  and  conservatories,  until  the 
room  was  a  perfect  bower  of  sweetness  and 
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beauty;  while  Mr.  July  draped  the  walls  with 
flags  and  banners,  lighted  the  candles,  and 
showed  off  the  tricks  of  his  pet  eagle,  Yankee 
Doodle,  to  the  great  delight  of  the  little  ones. 

Madam  August,  who  suffers  a  great  deal 
with  the  heat,  found  a  seat  on  a  comfortable 
sofa,  as  far  from  the  fire  as  possible,  and 
waved  a  huge  feather  fan  back  and  forth,  while 
her  thirty-one  boys  and  girls,  led  by  the  two 
oldest,  Holiday  and  Vacation,  ran  riot  through 
the  long  rooms,  picking  at  their  Aunt  June's 
flowers,  and  playing  all  sorts  of  pranks,  re- 
gardless of  tumbled  hair  and  torn  clothes, 
while  they  shouted,  "Hurrah  for  fun!"  and 
behaved  like  a  pack  of  wild  colts  let  loose  in 
a  green  pasture,  until  their  Uncle  September 
called  them,  together  with  his  own  children, 
into  the  library,  and  persuaded  them  to  read 
some  of  the  books  with  which  the  shelves  were 
filled,  or  play  quietly  \vith  the  game  of  Au- 
thors and  the  Dissected  Maps. 

"For,"  said  Mr.  September  to  Mrs.  Oc- 
tober, "I  think  Sister  August  lets  her  chil- 
dren romp  too  much.  I  always  like  improving 
games  for  mine,  although  I  have  great  trouble 
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in  making  Equinox  toe  the  line  as  he  should." 
"That  is  because  you  are  a  schoolmaster," 
laughed  Mrs.  October,  shaking  her  head, 
adorned  with  a  wreath  of  gaily  tinted  leaves; 
"but  where  is  my  baby?" 

At  that  moment  a  cry  was  heard  without, 
and  Indian  Summer  came  running  in  to  say 
that  little  All  Hallows  had  fallen  into  a  tub 
of  water  while  trying  to  catch  an  apple  that 
was  floating  on  top,  and  Mrs.  October,  rush- 
ing off  to  the  kitchen,  returned  with  her  young- 
est in  a  very  wet  and  dripping  condition,  and 
screaming  at  the  top  of  his  lusty  little  lungs. 
He  could  only  be  consoled  by  a  handful  of 
chestnuts,  which  his  nurse,  Miss  Frost,  cracked 
open  for  him. 

The  little  Novembers,  meanwhile,  were 
having  a  charming  time  with  their  favourite 
cousins,  the  Decembers,  who  were  always  so 
gay  and  jolly,  and  had  such  a  delightful  papa. 
He  came  with  his  pockets  stuffed  full  of  toys 
and  sugarplums,  which  he  drew  out  from  time 
to  time,  and  gave  to  his  best-loved  child, 
Merry  Christmas,  to  distribute  amongst  the 
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children,  who  gathered  eagerly  around  their 
little  cousin,  saying: 

"Christmas  comes  but  once  a  year, 
But  when  she  comes  she  brings  good  cheer." 

At  which  Merry  laughed  gaily,  and  tossed  her 
golden  curls,  in  which  were  twined  sprays  of 
holly  and  clusters  of  brilliant  scarlet  berries. 
At  last  the  great  folding-doors  were  thrown 
open.  Indian  summer  announced  that  din- 
ner was  served,  and  a  long  procession  of  old 
and  young  was  quickly  formed,  and  led  by 
Mrs.  November  and  her  daughter  Thanksgiv- 
ing, whose  birthday  it  was.  They  filed  into  the 
spacious  dining-room,  where  stood  the  long 
table,  groaning  beneath  its  weight  of  good 
things,  while  four  servants  ran  continually  in 
and  out  bringing  more  substantiate  and  deli- 
cacies to  grace  the  board  and  please  the  appe- 
tite. Winter  staggered  beneath  great  trench- 
ers of  meat  and  poultry,  pies,  and  puddings; 
Spring  brought  the  earliest  and  freshest  vege- 
tables; Summer,  the  richest  creams  and  ices; 
while  Autumn  served  the  guests  with  fruit, 
and  poured  the  sparkling  wine. 
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All  were  gay  and  jolly,  and  many  a  joke 
was  cracked  as  the  contents  of  each  plate  and 
dish  melted  away  like  snow  before  the  sun, 
and  the  great  fires  roared  in  the  wide  chim- 
neys as  though  singing  a  glad  Thanksgiving 
song. 

New  Year  drank  everybody's  health,  and 
wished  them  "many  returns  of  the  day,"  while 
Twelfth  Night  ate  so  much  cake  he  made  him- 
self quite  ill,  and  had  to  be  put  to  bed. 

Valentine  sent  mottoes  to  all  the  little  girls, 
and  praised  their  bright  eyes  and  glossy  curls. 
"For,"  said  his  mother,  "he  is  a  sad  flatterer, 
and  not  nearly  so  truthful,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  as 
his  brother,  George  Washington,  who  never 
told  a  lie." 

At  which  Grandfather  Time  gave  George 
a  quarter,  and  said  he  should  always  remember 
what  a  good  boy  he  was. 

After  dinner  the  fun  increased,  all  trying 
to  do  something  for  the  general  amusement. 
Mrs.  March  persuaded  her  son,  St.  Patrick,  to 
dance  an  Irish  Jig,  which  he  did  to  the  tune 
of  the  "Wearing  of  the  Green,"  which  his 
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brothers,  Windy  and  Gusty,  blew  and  whistled 
on  their  fingers. 

Easter  sang  a  beautiful  song,  the  little  Mays, 
"tripped  the  light  fantastic  toe"  in  a  pretty 
fancy  dance,  while  the  Junes  sat  by  so  smiling 
and  sweet  it  was  a  pleasure  to  look  at  them. 

Independence,  the  fourth  child  of  Mr.  July, 
who  is  a  bold  little  fellow,  and  a  fine  speaker? 
gave  them  an  oration  he  had  learned  at 
school;  and  the  Augusts  suggested  games  of 
tag  and  blindman's  buff,  which  they  all  en- 
joyed  heartily. 

Mr.  September  tried  to  read  an  instructive 
story  aloud,  but  was  interrupted  by  Equinox, 
April  Fool,  and  little  All  Hallows,  who 
pinned  streamers  to  his  coat  tails,  covered  him 
with  flour,  and  would  not  let  him  get  through 
a  line;  at  which  Mrs.  October  hugged  her 
tricksy  baby,  and  laughed  until  she  cried,  and 
Mr.  September  retired  in  disgust. 

"That  is  almost  too  bad,"  said  Mrs.  Novem- 
ber, as  she  shook  the  popper  vigorously  in 
which  the  corn  was  popping  and  snapping 
merrily;  "but,  Thanksgiving,  you  must  not 
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forget  to  thank  your  cousins  for  all  they  have 
done  to  honour  your  birthday." 

At  which  the  demure  little  maiden  went 
round  to  each  one,  and  returned  her  thanks 
in  such  a  charming  way  it  was  quite  captivat- 
ing. 

Grandmother  Year  at  last  began  to  nod  over 
her  teacup  in  the  chimney  corner. 

"It  is  growing  late,"  said  Grandpa  Time. 

"But  we  must  have  a  Virginia  Reel  before 
we  go,"  said  Mr.  December. 

"Oh,  yes,  yes!"  cried  all  the  children. 

Merry  Christmas  played  a  lively  air  on  the 
piano,  and  old  and  young  took  their  posi- 
tions on  the  polished  floor  with  grandpa  and 
grandma  at  the  head. 

Midsummer  danced  with  Happy  New 
Year,  June's  Commencement  with  August's 
Holiday,  Leap  Year  with  May  Day,  and  all 
"went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell." 

The  fun  was  at  its  height  when  suddenly  the 
clock  in  the  corner  struck  twelve.  Grandma 
Year  motioned  all  to  stop,  and  Grandfather 
Time,  bowing  his  head,  said  softly,  "Hark! 
my  children,  Thanksgiving  Day  is  ended." 
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ISABEL  GORDON  CURTIS 

"I  GUESS  you  can  get  the  ell  roof  shingled 
now,  'most  any  old  time,"  cried  Homer  Tidd. 
He  bounced  in  at  the  kitchen  door.  A  blast 
of  icy  wind  followed  him. 

"Gracious!  shet  the  door,  Homer,  an'  then 
tell  me  your  news."  His  mother  shivered  and 
pulled  a  little  brown  shawl  tighter  about  her 
shoulders.  The  boy  planted  himself  behind 
the  stove  and  laid  his  mittened  hands  com- 
fortably around  the  pipe.  "Oh,  IVe  made  a 
great  deal,  Mother."  Homer's  freckled  face 
glowed  with  satisfaction. 

"What?"  asked  Mrs.  Tidd. 

"Did  you  see  the  man  that  jest  druv  out  o' 
the  yard?" 

"No,  I  didn't,  Homer." 
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"Well,  'twas  Mr.  Richards— the  Mr.  Rich- 
ards o'  Finch  &  Richards,  the  big  market  folks 
over  in  the  city." 

"Has  he  bought  your  Thanksgivin'  tur- 
keys?" 

"He  hain't  bought  'em  for  ThanksgivinV 

"Well,  what  are  you  so  set  up  about,  boy?" 

"He's  rented  the  hull  flock.  He's  to  pay 
me  three  dollars  a  day  for  them,  then  he's 
goin'  to  buy  them  all  for  Christmas." 

"Land  sakes!  Three  dollars  a  day."  Mrs. 
Tidd  dropped  one  side  of  a  pan  of  apples  she 
was  carrying,  and  some  of  them  went  rolling 
about  the  kitchen  floor. 

Homer  nodded. 

"For  how  long?"  she  asked  eagerly. 

"For  a  week."  Homer's  freckles  disap- 
peared in  the  crimson  glow  of  enthusiasm  that 
overspread  his  face. 

"Eighteen  dollars  for  nothin'  but  exhibitin' 
a  bunch  o'  turkeys!  Seems  to  me  some  folks 
must  have  money  to  throw  away."  Mrs.  Tidd 
stared  perplexedly  over  the  top  of  her  glasses. 

"I'll  tell  you  all  about  it,  Mother."  Homer 
took  a  chair  and  planted  his  feet  on  the  edge 
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of  the  oven.  "Mr.  Richards  is  goin'  to  have 
a  great  Thanksgivin'  food  show,  an'  he  wants 
a  flock  o'  live  turkeys.  He's  been  drivin'  round 
the  country  lookin'  for  some.  The  postmaster 
sent  him  here.  He  told  him  about  Dan'l  Web- 
ster's tricks." 

"They  don't  make  Dan'l  any  better  eatin'," 
objected  his  mother. 

"Maybe  not.     But  don't  you  see?    Well!" 

Homer's  laugh  was  an  embarrassed  one. 
"I'm  goin'  to  put  Dan'l  an'  Gettysburg  through 
their  tricks  right  in  the  store  window." 

"You  ben't?"  and  the  mother  looked  in  rapt 
admiration  at  her  clever  son. 

"I  be!"  answered  Homer,  triumphantly. 

"I  don't  know,  boy,  jest  what  I  think  o'  it," 
said  his  mother,  slowly.  "  'Tain't  exactly  a — 
a  gentlemanly  sort  o'  thing  to  do;  be  it?" 

"I  reckon  I  ben't  a  gentleman,  Mother,"  re- 
plied Homer,  with  his  jolly  laugh. 

"Tell  me  all  about  it." 

"Well,  I  was  feedin'  the  turkeys  when  Mr. 
Richards  druv  in.  He  said  he  heered  I  had 
some  trick  turkeys,  an'  he'd  like  to  see  'em. 
Lucky  enough,  I  hadn't  fed  'em;  they  was 
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awful  hungry,  an'  I  tell  you  they  never  did 
their  tricks  better." 

"What  did  Mr.  Richards  say?" 

"He  thought  it  was  the  most  amazin'  thing 
he'd  ever  seen  in  his  life.  He  said  he  wouldn't 
have  believed  turkeys  had  enough  gumption  in 
them  to  learn  a  trick  o'  any  kind." 

"Did  you  tell  him  how  you'd  fussed  with 
them  ever  since  they  was  little  chicks?" 

"I  did.  He  wuz  real  interested,  an'  he  of- 
fered me  three  dollars  to  give  a  show  three 
times  a  day.  He's  got  a  window  half  as  big 
as  this  kitchen.  He'll  have  it  wired  in,  an1 
the  turkeys'll  stay  there  at  his  expense.  Along 
before  Christmas  he'll  give  me  twenty-two 
cents  a  pound  for  'em." 

"Well,   I  vow,   Homer,   it's   pretty  good 

pay." 

"Mr.  Richards  give  me  a  commutation  on 
the  railroad.  He's  to  send  after  the  turkeys 
an'  bring  'em  back,  so  I  won't  have  any  ex- 
pense." 

Homer  rose  and  sauntered  about  the 
kitchen,  picking  up  the  apples  that  had  rolled 
in  all  directions  over  the  floor. 
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A  week  before  Thanksgiving,  the  corner 
in  front  of  Finch  &  Richard's  great  market 
looked  as  it  was  wont  to  look  on  circus  day: 
only  the  eyes  of  the  crowds  were  not  turned 
expectantly  up  Main  Street;  they  were  riv- 
eted on  a  window  in  the  big  store.  Passers-by 
tramped  out  into  the  snowy  street  when  they 
reached  the  mob  at  the  corner.  The  front  of 
the  store  was  decorated  with  a  fringe  of  plump 
turkeys.  One  window  had  held  a  glowing 
mountain  of  fruit  and  vegetables  arranged  by 
someone  with  a  keen  eye  to  colour — monstrous 
pumpkins,  splendid  purple  cabbages,  rosy 
apples  and  russet  pears,  green  and  purple 
grapes,  snowy  stalks  of  celery,  and  corn  ears 
yellow  as  sunshine.  Crimson  beets  neigh- 
boured with  snowy  parsnips,  scarlet  carrots, 
and  silk-wrapped  onions.  Egg-plants,  gleam- 
ing like  deep-hued  amethysts,  circled  about 
magnificent  cauliflowers,  while  red  and  yellow 
bananas  made  gay  mosaic  walks  through  the 
fruit  mountain.  Wherever  a  crack  or  a 
cranny  had  been  left  was  a  mound  of  ruby 
cranberries,  fine  raisin  bunches,  or  brown  nuts. 

It  was  a  remarkable  display  of  American 
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products;  yet,  after  the  first  "Ah"  of  admira- 
tion, people  passed  on  to  the  farther  window, 
where  six  plump  turkeys,  supremely  innocent 
of  a  feast-day  fete,  flapped  their  wings  or  gob- 
bled impertinently  when  a  small  boy  laid  his 
nose  flat  against  the  window.  Three  times  a 
day  the  crowd  grew  twenty  deep.  It  laughed 
and  shouted  and  elbowed  one  another  good- 
naturedly,  for  the  Thanksgiving  spirit  was 
abroad.  Men  tossed  children  up  on  their  stal- 
wart shoulders,  then  small  hands  clapped 
ecstatically,  and  small  legs  kicked  with  wild 
enthusiasm. 

The  hero  of  the  hour  was  a  freckled,  red- 
haired  boy,  who  came  leaping  through  a  wire 
door  with  an  old  broom  over  his  shoulders. 
Every  turkey  waited  for  him  eagerly,  hun- 
grily! They  knew  that  each  old,  familiar 
trick — learned  away  back  in  chickhood — 
would  earn  a  good  feed.  When  the  freckled 
boy  began  to  whistle,  or  when  his  voice  rang 
out  in  a  shrill  order,  it  was  the  signal  for 
Dan'l  Webster,  for  Gettysburg,  for  Amanda 
Ann,  Mehitable,  Nancy,  or  Farragut  to  step 
to  the  center  of  the  stage  and  do  some  irresisti- 
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bly  funny  turn  with  a  turkey's  bland  solemnity. 
None  of  the  birds  had  attacks  of  stage  fright — 
their  acting  was  as  self-possessed  as  if  they 
were  in  the  old  farm  yard  with  no  audience 
present  but  Mrs.  Tidd  to  lean  smiling  over 
the  fence  with  a  word  of  praise,  and  the  cov- 
eted handful  of  golden  corn. 

With  every  performance  the  crowd  grew 
more  dense,  the  applause  more  uproarious,  and 
the  Thanksgiving  trade  at  Finch  &  Richard's 
bigger  than  it  had  been  in  years.  Each  night 
Homer  took  the  last  train  home,  tired  but 
happy,  for  three  crisp  greenbacks  wrere  added 
to  the  roll  in  his  small,  shabby  wallet. 

Two  days  before  Thanksgiving,  Homer,  in 
his  blue  overalls  and  faded  sweater,  was  busy 
at  work.  The  gray  of  the  dawn  was  just  creep- 
ing into  the  east,  while  the  boy  went  hurrying 
through  his  chores.  There  was  still  a  man's 
work  to  be  done  before  he  took  the  ten  o'clock 
train  to  town ;  besides,  he  had  promised  to  help 
his  mother  about  the  house.  His  grandfather, 
an  uncle,  an  aunt,  and  three  small  cousins  were 
coming  to  eat  their  Thanksgiving  feast  at  the 
old  farmhouse.  Homer  whistled  gaily,  while 
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he  bedded  the  creatures  with  fresh  straw.  The 
whistle  trailed  into  an  indistinct  trill;  the  boy 
felt  a  pang  of  loneliness  as  he  glanced  into 
the  turkey-pen.  There  was  nobody  there  but 
old  Mother  Salvia.  Homer  tossed  her  a  hand- 
ful of  corn.  "Poor  old  lady,  I  s'pose  you're 
lonesome,  ain't  you,  now?  Never  mind ;  when 
spring  comes  you'll  be  scratchin'  around  with 
a  hull  raft  of  nice  little  chickies  at  your  heels. 
We'll  teach  them  a  fine  trick  or  two,  won't  we, 
old  Salvia?" 

Salvia  clucked  over  the  corn  appreciatively. 

"Homer,  Homer,  come  here  quick." 

Down  the  frozen  path  through  the  yard 
came  Mrs.  Tidd,  with  the  little  brown  shawl 
wrapped  tightly  about  her  head.  She  fluttered 
a  yellow  envelope  in  her  hand. 

"Homer  boy,  it's  a  telegraph  come.  I  can't 
read  it;  I've  mislaid  my  glasses." 

Homer  was  by  her  side  in  a  minute,  tearing 
open  the  flimsy  envelope. 

"It's  from  Finch  &  Richards,  Mother,"  he 
cried  excitedly.  "They  say,  Take  the  first 
train  to  town  without  fail.' 

"What  do  you  s'pose  they  want  you  for?" 
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asked  Mrs.  Tidd,  with  a  very  anxious  face. 

"P'r'aps  the  store's  burned  down,"  gasped 
Homer.  He  brushed  one  rough  hand  across 
his  eyes.  "Poor  Dan'l  Webster  an'  Gettys- 
burg! I  didn't  know  anybody  could  set  so 
much  store  by  turkeys." 

"Maybe  't  ain't  nothin'  bad,  Homer,"  Mrs. 
Tidd  laid  her  hand  upon  his  shoulder. 
"Maybe  they  want  you  to  give  an  extra  early 
show  or  somethin'."  She  suggested  it  cheer- 
fully. 

"Maybe,"  echoed  Homer.  "But,  Mother, 
I've  got  to  hurry  to  catch  that  7:30  train." 

"Let  me  go  with  you,  Homer." 

"You  don't  need  to,"  cried  the  boy.  "It 
probably  ain't  nothin'  serious." 

"I'm  goin',"  cried  Mrs.  Tidd  decisively; 
"you  don't  s'pose  I  could  stay  here  doin' 
nothin'  but  waitin'  an'  wond'rin'?" 

Mrs.  Tidd  and  Homer  caught  a  car  at  the 
city  depot.  Five  minutes  later  they  stood  in 
front  of  Finch  &  Richards'  big  market. 

"Mother,"  whispered  the  boy,  as  he  stepped 
off  the  car,  "Mother,  my  turkeys!  They're 
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not  there!  Something's  happened.  See  the 
crowd." 

They  pushed  their  way  through  a  mob  that 
was  peering  in  at  the  windows,  and  through 
the  windows  of  locked  doors.  The  row  of 
plump  turkeys  was  not  hung  this  morning 
under  the  big  sign;  the  magnificent  window 
display  of  fruit  and  vegetables  had  been  ruth- 
lessly demolished. 

"What  do  you  s'pose  can  have  happened?" 
Whispered  Mrs.  Tidd,  while  they  waited  for 
a  clerk  to  come  hurrying  down  the  store  and 
unlock  the  door. 

Homer  shook  his  head. 

Mr.  Richards  himself  came  to  greet  them. 

"Well,  young  man,"  he  cried,  "IVe  had 
enough  of  your  pesky  bird  show.  There's  a 
hundred  dollars'  worth  of  provisions  gone,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  trade  we  are  turning  away. 
Two  days  before  Thanksgiving,  of  all  times  in 
the  year!" 

"Good  land!"  whispered  Mrs.  Tidd.  Her 
eyes  were  wandering  about  the  store.  It  was 
scattered  from  one  end  to  the  other  with  wasted 
food.  Sticky  rivers  trickled  here  and  there 
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across  the  floor.  A  small  army  of  clerks  was 
hard  at  work  sweeping  and  mopping. 

"Where's  my  turkeys?"  asked  Homer. 

"Your  turkeys,  confound  them!"  snarled 
Mr.  Richards.  "They're  safe  and  sound  in 
their  crate  in  my  back  store,  all  but  that  blasted 
old  gobbler  you  call  Dan'l  Webster.  He's  do- 
ing his  stunts  on  a  top  shelf.  We  found  him 
there  tearing  cereal  packages  into  shreds.  For 
mercy's  sake,  go  and  see  if  you  can't  get  him 
down.  He  has  almost  pecked  the  eyes  out  of 
every  clerk  who  has  tried  to  lay  a  finger  on 
him.  I'd  like  to  wring  his  ugly  neck." 

Mr.  Richard's  face  grew  red  as  the  comb  of 
Dan'l  Webster  himself. 

Homer  and  his  mother  dashed  across  the 
store.  High  above  their  heads  strutted  Dan'l 
Webster  with  a  slow,  stately  tread.  Occa- 
sionally he  peered  down  at  the  ruin  and  con- 
fusion below,  commenting  upon  it  with  a 
lordly,  satisfied  gobble. 

"Dan'l  Webster,"  called  Homer,  coaxingly, 
"good  old  Dan'l,  come  an'  see  me." 

The  boy  slipped  cautiously  along  to  where 
a  step-ladder  stood. 
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"Dan'l,"  he  called  persuasively,  "wouldn't 
you  like  to  come  home,  Dan'l?" 

Dan'l  perked  down  with  pleased  recogni- 
tion in  his  eyes.  Homer  crept  up  the  ladder. 
He  was  preparing  to  lay  a  hand  on  one  of 
Dan'l's  black  legs  when  the  turkey  hopped 
away  with  a  triumphant  gobble,  and  went  rac- 
ing gleefully  along  the  wide  shelf.  A  row  of 
bottles  filled  with  salad-dressing  stood  in 
Dan'l's  path.  He  cleared  them  out  of  the 
way  with  one  energetic  kick.  They  tumbled 
to  a  lower  shelf;  their  yellow  contents  crept 
in  a  sluggish  stream  toward  the  mouth  of  a 
tea-box. 

"I'll  have  that  bird  shot!"  thundered  Mr. 
Richards.  "That's  all  there  is  about  it." 

"Wait  a  minute,  sir,"  pleaded  Mrs.  Tidd. 
"Homer'll  get  him." 

Dan'l  Webster  would  neither  be  coaxed  nor 
commanded.  He  wandered  up  and  down  the 
shelf,  gobbling  vociferously  into  the  faces  of 
the  excited  mob. 

"Henry,  go  and  get  a  pistol,"  cried  Mr. 
Richards,  turning  to  one  of  his  clerks. 

"Homer," — Mrs.  Tidd  clutched  the  boy's 
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arm, — "why  don't  you  make  b'lieve  you're 
shootin'  Dan'l?  Mavbe  he'll  lie  down,  so  you 
can  git  him." 

Homer  called  for  a  broom.  He  tossed  it, 
gun  fashion,  across  his  shoulder,  and  crept 
along  slowly,  sliding  a  ladder  before  him  to 
the  spot  where  the  turkey  stood  watching  with 
intent  eyes.  He  put  one  foot  upon  the  lowest 
step,  then  he  burst  out  in  a  spirited  whistle. 
It  was  "Marching  through  Georgia."  The 
bird  stared  at  him  fixedly. 

"Bang!"  cried  Homer,  and  he  pointed  the 
broom  straight  at  the  recreant  turkey. 

Dan'l  Webster  dropped  stiff.  A  second 
later  Homer  had  a  firm  grasp  of  the  scaly 
legs.  Dan'l  returned  instantly  to  life,  but  the 
rebellious  head  was  tucked  under  his  master's 
jacket.  Dan'l  Webster  thought  he  was  being 
strangled  to  death. 

"There!"  cried  Homer,  triumphantly.  He 
closed  the  lid  of  the  poultry  crate,  and  wiped 
the  perspiration  from  his  forehead.  "There! 
I  guess  you  won't  get  out  again." 

He  followed  Mr.  Richards  to  the  front  of 
the  store  to  view  the  devastation. 
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"Who'd  have  thought  turkeys  could  have 
ripped  up  strong  wire  like  that?"  cried  the 
enraged  market  man,  pointing  to  the  shattered 
door. 

"I  guess  Dan'l  began  the  mischief,"  said 
Homer  soberly;  "he's  awful  strong." 

"I'm  sorry  I  ever  laid  eyes  on  Dan'l!"  ex- 
claimed Mr.  Richards.  "I'll  hate  to  see 
Finch.  He'll  be  in  on  the  4.20  train.  He's 
conservative;  he  never  had  any  use  for  the  tur- 
key show." 

"When  did  you  find  out  that  they — what  had 
happened?"  asked  Homer  timidly. 

"At  five  o'clock.  Two  of  the  men  got  here 
early.  They  telephoned  me.  I  never  saw 
such  destruction  in  my  life.  Your  turkeys  had 
sampled  most  everything  in  the  store,  from 
split  peas  to  molasses.  What  they  didn't  eat 
they  knocked  over  or  tore  open.  I  guess  they 
won't  need  feeding  for  a  week.  They're 
chuckful  of  oatmeal,  beans,  crackers,  peanuts, 
pickles,  toothpicks,  prunes,  soap,  red  herrings, 
cabbage — about  everything  their  crops  can 
hold." 

"I'm  awfully  sorry,"  faltered  Homer. 
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"So  am  I,"  said  Mr.  Richards  resolutely. 
"Now,  the  best  thing  you  can  do  is  to  take 
your  flock  and  clear  out.  IVe  had  enough  of 
erforming  turkeys." 

Homer  and  his  mother  waited  at  the  depot 
for  the  ii  o'clock  train.  Beside  them  stood  a 
crate  filled  with  turkeys  that  wore  a  well-fed, 
satisfied  expression.  Somebody  tapped  Homer 
on  the  shoulder. 

"You're  the  boy  who  does  the  stunts  with 
turkeys,  aren't  you?"  asked  a  well-dressed  man 
with  a  silk  hat,  and  a  flower  in  his  button- 
hole. 

"Yes,"  answered  the  boy,  wonderingly. 

"IVe  been  hunting  for  you.  That  was  a 
great  rumpus  you  made  at  Finch  &  Richards7. 
The  whole  town's  talking  about  it." 

"Yes,  answered  Homer  again,  and  he 
blushed  scarlet. 

"Taking  your  turkevs  home?" 

Homer  nodded. 

"I've  come  to  see  if  we  can  keep  them  in 
town  a  few  days  longer." 

The  boy  shook  his  head  vigorously.  "I 
don't  want  any  more  turkey  shows." 
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"Not  if  the  price  is  big  enough  to  make  it 
worth  your  while?" 

"No!"  said  Homer  sturdily. 

"Let  us  go  into  the  station  and  talk  it  over." 

On  Thanksgiving  afternoon  the  Colonial 
Theater,  the  best  vaudeville  house  in  the  city, 
held  a  throng  that  was  dined  well,  and  was 
happy  enough  to  appreciate  any  sort  of  fun. 
The  children — hundreds  of  them — shrieked 
with  delight  over  every  act.  The  women 
laughed,  the  men  applauded  with  great  hearty 
hand-claps.  A  little  buzz  of  excitement  went 
round  the  house  when,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
turn,  two  boys,  instead  of  setting  up  the  regu- 
lation big  red  number,  displayed  a  brand  new 
card.  It  read:  "Extra  Number — Homer 
Tidd  and  his  Performing  Turkeys."  A  shout 
of  delighted  anticipation  went  up  from  the 
audience.  Every  paper  in  town  had  made  a 
spectacular  story  of  the  ruin  at  Finch  &  Rich- 
ards'. Nothing  could  have  been  so  splendid  a 
surprise.  Everybody  broke  into  applause, 
everybody  except  one  little  woman  who  sat  in 
the  front  row  of  the  orchestra.  Her  face  was 
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pale,  her  hands  clasped,  and  unclasped  each 
other  tremulously.  "Homer,  boy,"  she  whis- 
pered to  herself. 

The  curtain  rolled  up.  The  stage  was  set 
for  a  realistic  farmyard  scene.  The  floor  was 
scattered  with  straw,  an  old  pump  leaned  over 
in  one  corner,  hay  tumbled  untidily  from  a 
barn-loft,  a  coop  with  a  hen  and  chickens 
stood  by  the  fence.  From  her  stall  stared  a 
white-faced  cow;  her  eyes  blinked  at  the  glare 
of  the  footlights.  The  orchestra  struck  up  a 
merry  tune;  the  cow  uttered  an  astonished 
moo;  then  in  walked  a  sturdy  lad  with  fine, 
broad  shoulders,  red  hair,  and  freckles.  His 
boots  clumped,  his  blue  overalls  were  faded, 
his  sweater  had  once  been  red.  At  his  heels 
stepped  six  splendid  turkeys,  straight  in  line, 
every  one  with  its  eyes  on  the  master.  Homer 
never  knew  how  he  did  it.  Two  minutes 
earlier  he  had  said  to  the  manager,  desper- 
ately: "I'll  cut  an'  run  right  off  as  soon  as  I 
set  eyes  on  folks."  Perhaps  he  drew  courage 
from  the  anxious  gaze  in  his  mother's  eyes. 
Hers  was  the  only  face  he  saw  in  the  great 
audience.  Perhaps  it  was  the  magnificent 
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aplomb  of  the  turkeys  that  inspired  him. 
They  stepped  serenely,  as  if  walking  out  on  a 
gorgeously  lighted  stage  was  an  every-day 
event  in  their  lives.  Anyhow,  Homer  threw 
up  his  head,  and  led  the  turkey  march  round 
and  round  past  the  footlights,  till  the  shout  of 
applause  dwindled  into  silence.  The  boy 
threw  back  his  head  and  snapped  his  fingers. 
The  turkeys  retreated  to  form  in  line  at  the 
back  of  the  stage. 

"Gettysburg,"  cried  Homer,  pointing  to  a 
stately,  plump  hen.  Gettysburg  stepped  to  the 
center  of  the  stage.  "How  many  kernels  of 
corn  have  I  thrown  you,  Getty?"  he  asked. 

The  turkey  turned  to  count  them,  with  her 
head  cocked  reflectively  on  one  side.  Then 
she  scratched  her  foot  on  the  floor. 

"One,  two,  three,  four,  five!" 

"Right.    Now  you  may  eat  them,  Getty." 

Gettysburg  wore  her  new-won  laurels  with 
an  excellent  grace.  She  jumped  through  a 
row  of  hoops,  slid  gracefully  about  the  stage 
on  a  pair  of  miniature  roller-skates;  she 
stepped  from  stool  to  chair,  from  chair  to 
table,  in  perfect  time  with  Homer's  whistle, 
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and  a  low  strain  of  melody  from  the  orchestra. 
She  danced  a  stately  jig  on  the  table,  then, 
with  a  satisfied  cluck,  descended  on  the  other 
side  to  the  floor.  Amanda  Ann,  Mehitable, 
Nancy,  and  Farragut  achieved  their  triumphs 
in  a  slow  dance  made  up  of  dignified  hops  and 
mazy  turns.  They  stood  in  a  decorous  line 
awaiting  the  return  of  their  master,  for  Homer 
had  dashed  suddenly  from  the  stage.  He  re- 
appeared, holding  his  head  up  proudly.  Now 
he  wore  the  blue  uniform  and  jaunty  cap  of 
a  soldier  boy;  a  gun  leaned  on  his  shoulder. 

The  orchestra  put  all  its  vigor,  patriotism, 
and  wind  into  "Marching  through  Georgia." 

Straight  to  Homer's  side  when  they  heard 
his  whistle,  wheeled  the  turkey  regiment, 
ready  to  keep  step,  to  fall  in  line,  to  march  and 
countermarch.  Only  one  feathered  soldier 
fell.  It  was  Dan'l  Webster.  At  a  bang  from 
Homer's  rifle  he  dropped  stiff  and  stark. 
From  children  here  and  there  in  the  audience 
came  a  cry  of  horror.  They  turned  to  ask  in 
frightened  whispers  if  the  turkey  was  "truly 
snooted."  As  if  to  ans\ver  the  question,  Dan'l 
leaped  to  his  feet.  Homer  pulled  a  Stars  and 
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Stripes  from  his  pocket,  and  waved  it  enthus- 
iastically; then  the  orchestra  dashed  into 
"Yankee  Doodle."  It  awoke  some  patriotic 
spirit  in  the  soul  of  Dan'l  Webster.  He  left 
his  master,  and,  puffing  himself  to  his  stateliest 
proportions,  stalked  to  the  footlights  to  utter 
one  glorious,  soul-stirring  gobble.  The  cur- 
tain fell,  but  the  applause  went  on  and  on  and 
on!  At  last,  out  again  across  the  stage  came 
Homer,  waving  "Old  Glory."  Dan'l  Web- 
ster, Gettysburg,  Amanda  Ann,  Nancy,  Me- 
hitable  and  Farragut  followed  in  a  triumphal 
march.  Homer's  eyes  were  bent  past  the  foot- 
lights, searching  for  the  face  of  one  little 
woman.  This  time  the  face  was  one  radiant 
flush,  and  her  hands  were  adding  their  share 
to  the  deafening  applause. 

"Homer,  boy,"  she  said  fondly.  This  time 
she  spoke  aloud,  but  nobody  heard  it.  An  en- 
core for  the  "Extra  Turn"  was  so  vociferous, 
it  almost  shook  the  plaster  from  the  ceiling. 


THE  GREEN  CORN  DANCE 
FRANCES  JENKINS  OLCOTT 

THE  first  Thanksgiving  Dinner  in  America, 
where  was  it  eaten?  Why,  of  course,  we  think 
of  its  being  eaten  in  old  Plymouth  Town, 
when  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  spread  their  board 
with  fish,  wild  turkey,  geese,  ducks,  venison, 
barley  bread,  Indian  maize,  and  other  good 
things,  and  invited  the  Indian  King  Massa- 
soit  and  his  braves  to  the  feast.  It  was  a  time 
of  rejoicing  and  thanksgiving  for  the  fine  har- 
vest God  had  given  the  Pilgrims. 

But  that  was  not  the  first  Thanksgiving  Din- 
ner eaten  in  America!  For  many,  many  years 
before  the  Pilgrims  came  to  this  land,  Thanks- 
giving Dinners  had  been  given.  The  Red 
Men,  the  first  owners  of  America,  held  their 
Thanksgiving  Festivals  every  autumn.  These 
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were  in  celebration  of  the  ripening  of  the 
corn,  and  in  honour  of  their  Manitos,  as  they 
called  their  gods.  For,  until  the  white  men 
came,  the  Indians  never  heard  of  the  all-good 
''Great  Spirit"  of  Heaven.  They  held  other 
feasts,  too,  among  them  a  New  Year  one,  a 
Maple  Sugar  Feast,  a  Strawberry  Festival,  a 
Bean  Dance,  and  a  Corn-gathering  Feast. 

Even  to-day,  some  Indians  keep  their 
heathen  Thanksgiving  at  the  time  of  the  ripen- 
ing of  the  corn.  It  is  called  the  Green  Corn 
Dance.  Many  Indians  are  Christians,  but 
numbers  still  worship  the  Manitos  of  the  sun, 
moon,  stars,  wind,  rain,  thunder,  and  other 
things  in  Nature.  Though  some  of  these 
heathen  Red  Men  speak  reverently  of  the 
Great  Spirit,  they  seem  scarcely  to  under- 
stand who  He  is,  and  confuse  Him  with  their 
Manitos,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  hymn  that  in- 
troduces the  Feather  Dance. 

Among  some  tribes  of  the  Iroquois  Family, 
in  New  York  State,  the  Green  Corn  Dance  is 
still  celebrated.  And  this  is  how  a  visitor  saw 
the  dance  at  the  Cattaraugus  Reservation. 

As  the  time  for  the  Festival  approached, 
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certain  men  and  women  of  the  tribe,  called  the 
"Keepers  of  the  Faith,"  began  to  prepare  for 
the  dance.  Every  morning  at  sunrise,  the 
women  went  to  the  cornfield  and  picked  a  few 
ears,  and  took  them  to  the  Head  Man  at  the 
Council  House.  When  he  decided  that  the 
corn  was  sufficiently  ripe,  the  Feast  was  called. 

Summons  were  sent  to  the  Indians  at  the 
Tonawanda  and  Allegany  Reservations,  bid- 
ding all  meet  at  sunrise  on  the  tenth  of 
September,  in  the  Council  House  of  the  Cat- 
taraugus  Reservation. 

On  the  morning  of  the  feast,  the  men, 
"Keepers  of  the  Faith,"  arose  at  sunrise,  and 
built  a  fire,  on  which  they  threw  an  offering 
of  tobacco  and  corn,  and  they  prayed  to  the 
Great  Spirit  to  bless  the  tribes.  They  then  ex- 
tinguished the  fire,  and  later  the  women 
"Keepers  of  the  Faith"  built  another  in  the 
same  spot 

Then  the  people  began  to  arrive,  all  in  their 
best  clothes.  While  they  were  waiting  for  the 
ceremonies  to  begin,  the  young  men  played 
ball,  and  the  girls  walked  about,  talking  with 
each  other.  Meanwhile,  the  women  "Keepers 
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of  the  Faith,"  hastened  to  prepare  soup  and 
succotash,  which  were  soon  boiling  in  large 
kettles  suspended  over  huge,  flaming  logs. 

After  a  little  while  the  people  began  to 
move  toward  the  Council  House,  a  long,  low, 
wooden  building,  with  a  door  at  the  northeast 
end,  and  another  at  the  southwest.  The  peo- 
ple entered  in  two  lines,  the  women  through 
one  door,  and  the  men  through  the  other.  All 
took  their  seats  on  benches  arranged  on  three 
sides  of  the  room.  In  the  centre  of  the  room 
sat  the  singers,  and  the  musicians  with  their 
turtle-shell  rattles. 

When  all  was  quiet,  the  speaker  began  the 
ceremonies  by  a  prayer  to  the  Great  Spirit, 
while  the  men,  with  bowed,  uncovered  heads, 
— Indians  do  not  kneel, — listened  reverently. 

After  the  prayer  was  finished,  the  speaker, 
lifting  his  voice,  addressed  the  Indians. 

"My  friends,"  he  said,  "  we  are  here  to  wor- 
ship the  Great  Spirit  As  by  our  old  custom, 
we  give  the  Great  Spirit  His  dance,  the  Great 
Feather  Dance.  We  must  have  it  before  noon. 
The  Great  Spirit  sees  to  everything  in  the 
morning,  afterwards  he  rests.  He  gives  us 
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land  and  things  to  live  on,  so  we  must  thank 
Him  for  His  ground,  and  for  the  things  it 
brought  forth.  He  gave  us  the  thunder  to 
wet  the  land,  so  we  must  thank  the  thunder. 
We  must  thank  Ga-ne-o-di-o  *  that  we  know 
he  is  in  the  happy  land.  It  is  the  wish  of  the 
Great  Spirit  that  we  express  our  thanks  in 
dances  as  well  as  prayer.  The  cousin  clans  are 
here  from  Tonawanda;  we  are  thankful  to  the 
Great  Spirit  to  have  them  here,  and  to  greet 
them  with  the  rattles  and  singing.  We  have 
appointed  one  of  them  to  lead  the  dances." 

When  the  speaker  finished,  there  was  a 
pause,  then  a  shout  outside  the  Council  House 
told  that  the  Feather  Dancers  were  coming. 
They  entered  the  room,  a  long,  gracefully 
swaying  line  of  fifty  men,  clad  in  Indian  cos- 
tume, gay  with  colour  and  nodding  plumes, 
and  with  bells  adorning  their  leggings. 
Slowly  and  majestically  they  entered,  and 
stood  for  a  moment  near  the  entrance.  Then 
the  speaker  began  in  a  high  voice,  the  hymn 
of  thanksgiving  to  the  Great  Spirit,  while  the 
dancers,  in  single  file,  commenced  walking 


A  prophet  of  the  Indians. 
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slowly  around  the  room,  keeping  step  with  the 
beating  of  the  musicians'  rattles. 

Each  verse  of  the  hymn  thanked  the  Great 
Spirit  for  some  benefit, — for  water,  for  the 
animals,  for  the  trees,  for  the  light,  for  the 
fruits,  for  the  stars,  and  among  other  good 
things,  for  the  "Supporters,"  the  three  Mani- 
to-sisters,  the  guardians  of  the  Corn,  Bean, 
and  Squash. 

After  each  verse,  the  dancers  quickened 
their  steps,  and  danced  rapidly  around  the 
room.  When  the  hymn  was  finished,  the 
speaker  ordered  the  real  dance  to  start  Then, 
still  in  single  file,  the  dancers  began  the  great 
Feather  Dance. 

Erect  in  body,  yet  gracefully  swaying,  they 
moved  around  and  around  the  Council  House, 
keeping  time  with  the  rhythmic  beat  of  the 
rattles,  that  sounded  now  slow  and  now  fast. 
Lifting  each  foot  alternately  from  the  floor, 
every  dancer  brought  his  heel  down  with  such 
force  that  all  the  legging-bells  rang  in  time 
with  the  music.  At  times  the  movement  grew 
very  swift,  and  the  many  lithesome  twistings 
and  bendings  of  the  dancers,  their  shouts  to  one 
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another,  and  the  cries  of  the  spectators,  filled 
all  with  keen  excitement.  During  the  slower 
movements,  some  of  the  women  arose,  and 
joined  the  dance,  forming  an  inner  circle. 

Then  the  dancers  sang  a  weird  chant,  in 
company  with  the  singers,  "Ha-ho! — Ha-ho! 
— Ha-ho!"  they  sang;  then  all  present  joined 
in  the  quick  refrain,  "Way-ha-ah!  Way- 
ha-ah !  Way-ha-ah !"  ending  in  a  loud,  guttural 
shout,  as  the  dancers  bowed  their  heads,  "Ha-i! 
Ha-i!" 

When  the  noon  hour  came,  the  great 
Feather  Dance  was  over,  and  two  huge  kettles 
were  brought  in  to  the  Council  House,  one 
full  of  soup,  and  the  other  of  succotash.  One 
of  the  men  "Keepers  of  the  Faith,"  said  a 
prayer  of  thanksgiving,  in  which  all  joined, 
and  the  food  was  poured  into  vessels  brought 
by  the  women.  It  was  then  carried  to  the 
homes,  where  the  Indians  enjoyed  eating  it 
by  their  own  firesides. 

The  feast  was  over  for  that  day,  but  it 
lasted  two  days  more,  during  which  the  tribes 
gambled,  danced,  ate,  and  beat  their  drums. 
The  visitor  who  saw  this  Green  Corn  Festival, 
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wrote  afterward  about  the  closing  scene,  the 
great  Snake  Dance: 

"The  nodding  plumes,  the  tinkling  bells,  the 
noisy  rattles,  the  beats  of  the  high-strung 
drums,  the  shuffling  feet  and  weird  cries  of 
the  dancers,  and  the  approving  shouts  of  the 
spectators,  all  added  to  the  spell  of  a  strange- 
ness that  seemed  to  invest  the  quaint  old  Coun- 
cil House  with  the  supernaturalness  of  a 
dream! 

"As  the  sun  neared  its  setting,  the  dancers 
stopped  in  a  quiet  order,  and  the  speaker  of 
the  day  bade  farewell  to  the  clans  .  .  .  and, 
after  invoking  the  blessing  of  the  Great  Spirit, 
declared  the  Green  Corn  Festival  of  1890 
ended." 


THANKSGIVING 

"Have  you  cut  the  wheat  in  the  blowing  fields, 
The  barley,  the  oats,  and  the  rye, 

The  golden  corn  and  the  pearly  rice? 
For  the  winter  days  are  nigh." 

"We  have  reaped  them  all  from  shore  to  shore, 
And  the  grain  is  safe  on  the  threshing  floor." 

"Have  you  gathered  the  berries  from  the  vine, 
And  the  fruit  from  the  orchard  trees? 

The  dew  and  the  scent  from  the  roses  and 

thyme, 
In  the  hive  of  the  honeybees?" 

"The  peach  and  the  plum  and  the  apple  are 

ours, 
And  the  honeycomb  from  the  scented  flowers." 

"The  wealth  of  the  snowy  cotton  field 

And  the  gift  of  the  sugar  cane, 
The  savoury  herb  and  the  nourishing  root- 


There  has  nothing  been  given  in  vain." 

"We  have  gathered  the  harvest  from  shore  to 

shore, 
And  the  measure  is  full  and  brimming  o'er." 
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"Then  lift  up  the  head  with  a  song! 

And  lift  up  the  hand  with  a  gift! 
To  the  ancient  Giver  of  all 

The  spirit  in  gratitude  lift! 
For  the  joy  and  the  promise  of  spring, 

For  the  hay  and  the  clover  sweet, 
The  barley,  the  rye,  and  the  oats, 

The  rice,  and  the  corn,  and  the  wheat, 
The  cotton,  and  sugar,  and  fruit, 

The  flowers  and  the  fine  honeycomb, 
The  country  so  fair  and  so  free, 

The  blessings  and  glory  of  home.'3 

AMELIA  E.  BARR. 


THE  TWO  ALMS 

OR 
THE  THANKSGIVING  DAY  GIFT 

ONCE  upon  a  time  a  poor  old  beggar  woman 
stood  shivering  by  the  side  of  a  road  which  led 
to  a  prosperous  village.  She  hoped  some  trav- 
eler would  be  touched  by  her  misery,  and 
would  give  her  a  few  pennies  with  which  to 
buy  food  and  fuel. 

It  had  been  snowing  since  early  morning, 
and  a  sharp  east  wind  made  the  evening  air 
bitterly  cold.  At  the  sound  of  approaching 
footsteps  the  old  woman's  face  brightened 
with  expectancy,  but  the  next  moment  her 
eager  expression  changed  to  disappointment, 
for  the  traveler  passed  without  giving  her 
anything. 

"Poor  old  woman,"  he  said  to  himself. 
"This  is  a  bitter  cold  night  to  be  begging  on 
the  roadside.  It  is,  indeed.  I  am  truly  sorry 
for  her." 


Translated  by  special  permission  from  Guerber's  Contes  et 
Legendes,  I^re  Partie.    Copyright  by  American  Book  Company. 
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And  as  his  footsteps  became  fainter,  the 
beggar  woman  whispered,  "I  must  not  give 
up.  Perhaps  the  next  traveler  will  help  me." 

In  a  little  while  she  heard  the  sound  of 
wheels.  It  happened  to  be  the  carnage  of 
the  mayor,  who  was  on  his  way  to  a  Thanks- 
giving banquet.  When  his  excellency  saw  the 
miserable  old  woman,  he  ordered  the  carriage 
to  stop,  lowered  the  window,  and  took  a  piece 
of  money  from  his  pocket. 

"Here  you  are,"  he  called,  holding  out  a 
coin. 

The  woman  hurried  to  the  window  as  fast 
as  she  could.  Before  she  reached  it,  however, 
the  mayor  noticed  that  he  had  taken  a  gold 
piece  instead  of  a  silver  one  out  of  his  pocket. 

"Wait  a  moment,"  he  said.  "I've  made  a 
mistake." 

He  intended  to  exchange  the  coin  for  one 
of  less  value,  but  he  caught  his  sleeve  on  the 
window  fastening,  and  dropped  the  gold  piece 
in  the  snow.  The  woman  had  come  up  to  the 
carnage  window,  and  he  noticed  that  she  was 
blind. 

"I've     dropped     the     money,     my    good 
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woman,"  he  said,  "but  it  lies  near  you  there  in 
the  snow.  No  doubt  you'll  find  it." 

"Thank  you,  sir,  thank  you,"  said  the  beg- 
gar, kneeling  down  to  search  for  the  coin. 

On  rolled  the  mayor  to  the  banquet.  "It 
was  foolish  to  give  her  gold,"  he  thought, 
"but  I'm  a  rich  man,  and  I  seldom  make  such 
a  mistake." 

That  night  after  the  banquet  when  the 
mayor  sat  before  a  blazing  fire  in  his  com- 
fortable chair,  the  picture  of  the  beggar 
woman,  kneeling  in  the  snow,  and  fumbling 
around  for  the  gold  piece,  came  before  his 
eyes. 

"I  hope  she  will  make  good  use  of  my  gen- 
erous gift,"  he  mused.  "It  was  entirely  too 
much  to  give,  but  no  doubt  I  shall  be  rewarded 
for  my  charity." 

The  first  traveler  hurried  on  his  way  until 
he  came  to  the  village  inn,  where  a  great  wood 
fire  crackled  merrily  in  the  cheery  dining 
room.  He  took  off  his  warm  coat,  and  sat 
down  to  wait  for  dinner  to  be  served.  But  he 
could  not  forget  the  picture  of  the  old  beg- 
gar woman  standing  on  the  snowy  roadside. 
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Suddenly  he  rose,  put  on  his  coat,  and  said 
to  the  host,  "Prepare  dinner  for  two.  I  shall 
be  back  presently." 

He  hastened  back  to  the  place  where  he  had 
seen  the  poor  old  woman,  who  was  still  on  her 
knees  in  the  snow  searching  for  the  mayor's 
gold  piece. 

"My  good  woman,  what  are  you  looking 
for?"  he  asked. 

"A  piece  of  money,  sir.  The  gentleman 
who  gave  it  to  me  dropped  it  in  the  snow." 

"Do  not  search  any  longer,"  said  the  trav- 
eler, "but  come  with  me  to  the  village  inn. 
There  you  may  warm  yourself  before  the 
great  fire,  and  we  shall  have  a  good  dinner. 
Come,  you  shall  be  my  Thanksgiving  guest." 

He  helped  her  to  her  feet,  and  then,  for  the 
first  time,  he  saw  that  she  was  blind.  Care- 
fully he  took  her  arm,  and  led  her  along  the 
road  to  the  inn. 

"Sit  here  and  warm  yourself,"  he  said, 
placing  her  gently  in  a  comfortable  chair.  In 
a  few  moments  he  led  her  to  the  table,  and 
gave  her  a  good  dinner. 

On  that  Thanksgiving  Day  an  angel  took 
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up  her  pen,  and  struck  out  all  account  of  the 
gold  piece  from  the  book  where  the  mayor  re- 
corded his  good  deeds.  Another  angel  wrote 
in  the  traveler's  book  of  deeds  an  account  of 
the  old  beggar  woman's  Thanksgiving  dinner 
at  the  village  inn. — Adapted. 


A  THANKSGIVING  PSALM 

Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord,  all  ye 

lands. 

Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness : 
Come  unto  his  presence  with  singing. 

Know  ye  that  the  Lord  he  is  God; 
It  is  he  that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we  our- 
selves ; 

We  are  his  people  and  the  sheep  of  his  pasture. 
Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving 
And  into  his  courts  with  praise, 
Be  thankful  unto  him,  an d  bless  his  name. 

For  the  Lord  is  good ;  his  mercy  is  everlasting : 
And  his  truth  endureth  to  all  generations. 

—Psalm  C. 


THE  CROWN  OF  THE  YEAR 

AH,  happy  morning  of  autumn  sweet, 
Yet  ripe  and  rich  with  summer's  heat. 
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Near  me  each  humble  flower  and  weed 

The  dock's  rich  umber,  gone  to  seed, 
The  hawk-bit's  gold,  the  bayberry's  spice, 
One  late  wild  rose  beyond  all  price; 
Each  is  a  friend  and  all  are  dear, 
Pathetic  signs  of  the  waning  year. 

The  painted  rose-leaves,  how  they  glow! 
Like  crimson  wine  the  woodbines  show; 
The  wholesome  yarrow's  clusters  fine, 
Like  frosted  silver  dimly  shine; 
And  who  thy  quaintest  charm  shall  tell, 
Thou  little  scarlet  pimpernel? 

In  the  mellow,  golden  autumn  days, 
When  the  world  is  zoned  in  their  purple  haze, 
A  spirit  of  beauty  walks  abroad, 
That  fills  the  heart  with  peace  of  God ; 
The  spring  and  summer  may  bless  and  cheer, 
But  autumn  brings  us  the  crown  o'  the  year. 

CELIA  THAXTER. 
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